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It's Wear Your Name Tag Month!
November is "Wear Your Name Tag Month" at St. John! I know ... I know ... name
tags can be a pain, but it will help Susan and me start to learn who you are. Besides that,
name tags really do help us all get to know each other, make us friendlier, and help us have
that cozy, family feeling even at a larger church.
The Stewardship Board will be providing stick-on name tags each Sunday for the
next month and are asking you to stop and put one on as you enter worship. If you're extra
frugal, you can take it home and re-use it the next time you come. You can also make a new
one each time. It's up to you. We want to make it easy!
Still not convinced to wear a name tag? I suspected as much. That's why I've come
up with a top 10 list of "REASONS TO WEAR YOUR NAME TAG AT CHURCH":
10. You can avoid the awkward situation of being asked to sign the Visitors' Book.
9. Your self-adhesive name tag can be used to patch a hole in case of emergency.
8. There are new people and visitors coming who don't know you but want to.
7. Our last pictoral directory was done in 2014 and, no offense, but you don't exactly look
like that anymore.
6. It's a handy place to store your gum during Communion.
5. Anonymity is over-rated.
4. If you like to be a joker, you can switch nametags with your spouse, child, or
the pastor. (Come on… you know you want to!)
3. If you forget to take it off, people all over town will call you by name.
2. If you pass out from eating too much, we'll be able to return you to your family.
[drumroll, please ...]
1. Susan and I have over 1,100 names to learn and we'd appreciate your help!
Peace,
Pastor Russ

The Youth “Give Thanks” Dinner will be November 12th!
The youth of St. John would like to thank the congregation for their support by
hosting a dinner at 11:30 a.m. on November 12th. The menu will be pork loin,
mashed potatoes, green bean casserole, dinner rolls & dessert.

DATES
TO
NOTE:

Women’s Ministry is rebooting. Any woman in the congregation can take part
in this ministry. This is a loosely knit group of women with an interest in
coming together in fellowship, fun and hopefully some spiritual fulfilment. We
are hoping to stir some interest and get some input from anyone with an idea for an event (spa
day, chocolate festival, craft-a-thon or maybe a fun motivational speaker). The more people
we can get involved, the less work it is for any one person. We are trying a new day and time;
the third Thursday of the month at 1 p.m. November 16 will be the first get-together (meeting
is too limited a term). Anyone can come, the more input and ideas that we have, the more
possibilities we have. If this works out we could also start an evening group and coordinate
our efforts. The possibilities are only limited by our imagination. Let’s Do Something
Together!

Operation Christmas Child: Boxes will be available in the Narthex through November
5th. You may designate your box for a girl or boy for one of the following age groups: 2-4
years, 5-10 years, or 10-14 years. Fill the box with gifts, fun toys, school supplies--a list of gift
suggestions is available at: samaritanspurse.org/occ. A recommended donation of $9 is to be
placed in the designated envelope inside the box to cover shipping. Return to St John by
Sunday, Nov 12. New this year are customs regulations prohibiting candy, chocolate, food, or
toothpaste. Other items not allowed are: liquids, lotions, toy guns, knives, military figures,
medications, vitamins, aerosols, glass, or used or damaged items. "The Greatest Gift" Gospel
booklets will be added
Again, this year, St. John is pleased to participate in “Angel Tree”, a Prison Fellowship program
that provides a pathway for incarcerated parents to restore and strengthen relationships with
their children and families. Volunteers from our church give Christmas gifts and the Good
News of God’s love to children in the name of mothers and fathers behind bars. The Angel Gift
Tags will be available for pick-up in church on November 19th. The gifts should be returned to
church on or before December 10th. The participating families will come to pick up their gifts
on Saturday morning, December 16th.
Thanks, Jean & Shirley
Hospice of North Iowa invites you to remember your loved ones or honor those living with a
light on the Tree of Life. With your special gift to Hospice, a light will be placed on the Tree of
Life. Names of those you wish to remember and honor will be listed at each tree lighting
service you specify. Your contributions to the Tree of Life will help extend hospice care to
others, so they can live the last months of their lives with dignity, often in the comfort of their
own home.
The tree lighting ceremony in Charles City will be at St. John on
December 6th at 6:00 p.m.

Women's Ministry will be having a homemade candy sale on December 10 before, in
between and after the services. Ladies, get your recipes out and please consider making an
extra batch for this sale. This is the only fund raiser that this ministry does, and the funds are
often used for special items in the church. Candy donations will need to be at the church by 9
a.m. on December 9 to be sorted into tasty plates for the sale. Help will also be needed on that
day and the day of the sale. Let Kathy Hoeft know if you can help or contact Janet Petefish at
petefishj@mchsi.com for questions or to offer help on those days.

From the
Finance
Board

The finance board would like to thank the congregation for the many ways that you help support
our church’s mission of God’s Love in Action. We recognize that you help by sharing not only
financially but also with your time and talents. An article from Guidepost’s magazine lists
various ways we are able to share God’s generous gifts:
“When you lack money you can give comfort, solace, care, kindness, time, prayers—many
things….
• A surplus of suffering may mean we can offer the gift of empathy to others who are
beginning a similar struggle.
• A surplus of gratitude may mean we can give back to others less fortunate.
• A surplus of free time may mean we can pray for those no one else is thinking of, or for
those who are difficult people, or for those who are on the verge of committing serious sin.
• A surplus of stress may mean we offer God our worries and desire for control.”
(Guideposts, “When God Gives You More Than You Need”, November 11, 2015)
With the support that you have given, the church has been able to make some much needed
improvements to the parsonage. More specifically we have fixed and replaced some appliances
put in new carpet and are continuing to work on a few others. This summer we also made some
necessary major repairs to the bus. The bus is a great way for the church to continue to provide
opportunities for special mission trips, and transportation of youth for after school programs.
The need for the bus continues to grow for helping our congregation and others in our
community.
As part of our Ministry Support Plan we give 10% of all money given according to the
following guidelines:
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Regular Offering
8% of given to NE Synod
1% given to Youth
1% given to Community Ministry

Other Offering (Thank offering, loose, holiday)
8% given to selected organization
1% given to Youth
1% given to Community Ministry

This year we have given 8% of the thank offering, loose offering and holiday offering to help
EPIC scholarship funds, Food for the Poor, Crisis Intervention, North Lights Homeless Shelter,
and Compassion. We believe these funds help those in need locally and globally. Thank you
for sharing your blessings!
One of the challenges we face is managing the Ministry Support Plan when the income
(offering) varies quite a bit from week to week and month to month. Please consider making
your giving regular using Simply Giving. There is a form included and you can set up your
giving to be every week, twice a month or monthly.
A Prayer of Commitment
Teach us, good Lord,
To serve you as you deserve:
To give, and not to count the cost;
To fight, and not to heed the wounds;
To toil, and not to seek for rest;
To labor, and not to ask for any reward,
Except that of knowing that we do your
Holy will; through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen
-Ignatius Loyola, 1491 - 1556

Stewardship and Thanksgiving: In this season of thanksgiving, a sincere 'thank you' is in order
to everyone who supports our congregation throughout the year with their attendance, service and
regular financial contributions. For those of you who are interested, the church offers electronic
giving options for making donations on a scheduled, automated basis. It's convenient for you,
there are no fees and it provides much-needed financial consistency for the church.

St. John Lutheran
Simply
Giving
Form
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Your Name:
Address:
City, State, Zip:
Email Address:
I would like to make the following contribution(s) (check one):
St. John Ministry Support Plan:
Other:
Total
Contact the Business Manager for more information
regarding other specific ministries at St. John

$_________
$_________
$_________

Date of First Contribution: ___/___/___
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Frequency of contribution (check one):
Weekly - Mondays
Semi-monthly - 1st & 15th
Monthly on the 1st
Monthly on the 15th
Checking/Savings Account Authorization
Please debit my (check one)
Checking account (Attach voided check)
Savings account
(Attach voided deposit slip)
Routing # ____________________________
Valid routing # must start with 0, 1, 2, or 3

Account # ____________________________
I authorize the above organization to process debit entries to the
above account. I understand that this authority will remain in effect
until I provide reasonable notification to terminate the authorization.
Authorized Signature: ________________________ Date: ___/___/___

Daylight savings time
ends NOVEMBER 5th!
The office will be closed
November 23rd & 24th
For the Thanksgiving Holiday

POINSETTIAS: If you would
like to donate toward the
poinsettias for Christmas,
please notify the church office
at 228-3397.

Dartball at St. John
Dartball is a team activity at St. John. Matches are
played at St. John and other participating churches. For
more information call Dennis Sande at 228-4113. A
full schedule can be picked up in the St. John office.
Match start at 7:30 p.m. & dates are:
November
8th at St. John vs. Baptist
November
15th at Nashua Methodist
November
29th at St. John vs. Clarksville Lutheran
December
6th at Pleasant Hill
December
13th at St. John vs. Pleasant Valley
January
3rd at Nashua Lutheran
January
10th at St. John vs. Immanuel
January
21st Tournament at St. John

Coats for Kids: We were able to distribute 150 coats, 78 pairs of snow pants and 65 pairs of
boots, and hundreds of hats, gloves and scarves! We can't thank those who donate money or
items enough. Without your generosity, we couldn't do this ministry. Also, a HUGE shout out
to all our volunteers. We are truly blessed by our God and Lord.

Wednesday Night Supper
November 1: Parmesan chicken, hash brown
casserole, basil green beans, ice cream
November 8: Spaghetti, lettuce salad, garlic bread,
bread pudding
November 15: Turkey, whipped potatoes/gravy,
squash, corn, fruit cocktail, pumpkin bars
November 29: B.B.Q. meatballs, French fries,
pasta salad, cake

ALTAR GUILD – NOVEMBER
Donn & Cherie Schafer

Prayer Shawl Meeting
November 16

Do Day Quilters
Meets November 9th

St. John Lutheran Card Ministry: will meet November 13th in the Choir Room

The Parkinson’s Support group
will be on November 2nd at 1:00 p.m. at St. John Lutheran Church. Questions?
Call Carol Quade at 641-228-5053 or 641-330-3268

The St. John book club will meet November 27 at 7:00 p.m.
They will be reviewing the book The Art of Racing in the Rain by Garth Stein. A heartwrenching but deeply funny and ultimately uplifting story of family, love, loyalty, and hope,
The Art of Racing in the Rain is a beautifully crafted and captivating look at the wonders and
absurdities of human life...as only a dog could tell it.

People
Page

November Birthdays
7th Wayne Ellertson
17th Diane Melrose
19th
Gladys Kellogg
th
19
Rose Lamprecht
19th Wilma Handt

22nd
22nd
24th
26th

Sue Baron
Sylvia Frascht
Carol Chestek
Esther Meyne

November Anniversaries
November 3, 1950 Myron & Clarice Leraaen
November 8, 1951 Alvin & Shriley Davidson
November 8, 1959 Skip & Myrna Ward
November 14, 1959 Allen & Diane Cross
November 16, 1957 Bill & Arlene Hollar
November 16, 1958 Dean & Doris Toebe
November 21, 1954 Herbert & Vera Hinz
November 29, 1963 Richard & Marcia Oelson
November 30, 1962 Bob & Bev Friend

Oh, what a joy it was to
receive phone calls and
so many cards while I
was in Montana
recovering from a
broken hip. Thanks for
all your prayers.
God Bless all of you!
Gladys Kellogg

Celebrating…
Wedding of Dick Nelson & Nancy O’Neill
on October 28, 2017
Welcoming…
Erik Hoefer and Norman & Carol Bauer
as members of St. John!

Memorials have been given in memory of:
Kathryn Jean Smith Sonne: Helen Goplerud, Denise Bledsoe, Cal & Joyce Wood, Monte &
Kathy Waldorf
Larry Wane Fuls: Barbara Fuls
Keith Burdette Ferch: Elsie Ferguson
Mark Allen Manning: Arlene Thomas, Kathleen Schilling, Lorna Scrimger, Frank & Jeanette
Anderson, Al & Betty Manning, Ruth Farmer, Mary Mooberry, Monte & Kathy Waldorf
Wyonna Mae Dill Delap: Monte & Kathy Waldorf, Denise Bledsoe, Lynn & Peg Poppen,
Arlene Thomas
David John Schultz: Arlene Thomas
Funeral: October 14, 2017
October 30, 2017
October 31, 2017

Mark Allen Manning
Wyonna Mae Dill Delap
David John Schultz

St. John’s Parent Support Group will be meeting on an as needed basis ONLY. Anyone who
needs to meet should contact Jill Connell at 319-215-8252 or jillconnell@hotmail.com.

NOVEMBER FUNERAL CALLERS & HELPING HANDS:
CALLER – Karen Hagarty (1st 2 weeks) & Vera Hinz (2nd 2 weeks). Thanks to our
October callers Diane Melrose & Janet Petefish and to all who provided food and served.
HELPERS – Betty Ball, Sue Baron, Karen Hagarty, Julie Heddens, Vera Hinz, Leona Howe,
Linda Hughes, Laura Janssen, Amy Johnson, JoAnn Knowlton, Jackie Moon, Dorothy Parson,
Ann Prichard, Diane Sande, Edna Stott, Arlene Thomas, Lola Vest, Joyce Wood

Youth &
Family

Well, autumn is here, and with it comes falling leaves and cool, dark evenings. The days
seem short and the hours of darkness seem long. Let’s all remember that Jesus is the
light of the world and that He wants us to let our lights shine for others.
Ephesians 5:8-10 Maybe then the hours of darkness won’t seem quite as dark. ☺
Blessings, Laurie
AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAM
This is a fun program from 3:40pm-5pm on Wednesdays.
The program is open to 4-year-olds (who are attending preschool) through 5th grade
students. Older students are welcome as helpers.
The St. John bus is available to pick students up from each of the schools to bring them
here. Registration forms are available in the church office. The cost is $10 per student.
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CONFIRMATION
CONFIRMATION CLASSES will change November 1st, and the new courses being offered
will be The New Testament, Power of a Praying Teen, and The Red Stuff.
FAMILY BOARD
Sunday, December 3 , the Family Board will be hosting $0.25 Gift Store for children in
the Parish Hall from 10am-noon. This is an opportunity for parents to bring children to
purchase gifts for siblings, parents and grandparents. We are asking the congregation for
donations of Christmas items, crafts, and gently used toys that might be fun gifts for
children to purchase. Please bring donations to the church office.
rd

PARISH EDUCATION BOARD
November is Food Month. We ask that you bring non-perishable food items to Sunday
School each Sunday of the month. These items will be donated to the food pantry here in
Charles City. Look for more information coming home with your children.
The will be NO Sunday School on November 26, 2017 due to the Thanksgiving holiday.
CHRISTMAS PROGRAM
The Sunday School Christmas program will be on December 10, 2017 during the
10:15 worship service.
YOUTH
GIVE THANKS DINNER
This month there will be a Give Thanks Dinner to the congregation from the youth.
They would like to thank you for all of your support with a meal on November 12 at
11:30am in the Parish Hall. This is open for all. Please come and enjoy. The menu will be
pork loin, mashed potatoes, green bean casserole, dinner rolls and dessert.

November 2017
Bulletin Stuffers: Tyler Marth
Acolytes: 8:00 a.m. – Brayton Quade, Tino Tamayo, Alyvia Vance, Koen Tibbitts
10:15 a.m. – Deven Castillo
Communion Assistants, Crucifer, & Banner Bearers
8:00 a.m. Madisyn Millermon, Kayla Kellogg, Rosie Baldus, Justin Heyer
10:15 a.m. Cory Marth, Rosie Baldus, Josh Laue,
Dates & times when the youth are serving are posted on the bulletin board outside the
Business Manager’s office.

Chicago here we come!
A mission trip to Chicago is being
planned for Christmas break by Erik &
Sue Hoefer. Watch the bulletins &
newsletter for dates and more
information!
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On November 26th, there
will be NO Sunday
School due to the
Thanksgiving holiday.

NOVEMBER IS FOOD MONTH!
Sunday School students are asked to bring
a non-perishable food item every Sunday in
the month of November. The food
collected will go to the local food box.

BIBLES BEFORE BOOKS
Bibles Before Books meets the first Tuesday of each month.
Arrive at 6:00 to 6:30 a.m., Bible Study: 6:30 – 7:15 a.m.,
Breakfast: 7:15– 7:35 a.m., to School: 7:35 - 7:45 a.m.
If school is delayed or canceled, BBB will not be held! All
students & their friends, 5th grade & above are welcome. Mr.
& Mrs. Erik Hoefer’s house:
2985 Wedgewood Estates, Cell: 330-4456

CHRISTMAS, CRAFTS, & KIDS GIFT STORE!
December 3rd from 10:00 a.m. – Noon
St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church
What: The Youth Board is holding a $.25 gift store for kids! This is a fun and
easy way for kids to shop for gifts for their family members: mom and dad,
grandparents and siblings.
Who: All children accompanied by an adult can shop. Open to the public.
How: Children can bring their quarters and shop for as many gifts as they like.
(Gift wrap options available.)
Profits: Will go to Lutheran Disaster Relief
YOUR HELP IS NEEDED!
Donations of gently used Christmas themed items, craft items, or toys that would
be nice for the children to purchase as gift at the
CHRISTMAS, CRAFTS, & KIDS GIFT STORE
Are needed! You can bring your donated items to the St John office by Friday,
December 1st. Thank you!

OUR GOD IS AWESOME! We continue to feel the blessings of God’s amazing
love each and every day in our preschool center. We are surrounded by eager
learners who are not only looking to have excellent educational experiences, but
also friends who are looking to start a walk with Jesus or to continue down that
path with our Lord and Savior!
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October began with BEAUTIFUL weather, which allowed for our friends to have a
couple visits from our Charles City Fire Department. The younger friends were
able to meet Sparky the Fire Dog, while the older friends were able to see the
“insides” of a fire truck! They even got to sit in the driver seat of the fire truck!
Thanks to Sparky, Fire Chief Eric Whipple, and Firefighter Kurt Teeter for taking
time out of their busy schedules to visit all 3 of our classes.
October was an extra-long month, which gave us extra time for extra fun! We
learned about the letters O, E and F and even played OUTSIDE several days. We
talked about Fire Safety and finished our Color Unit. We worked on patterns,
opposites, and matching; all of which are essential in reading and math skills! We
ended the month with a couple fun days: trips to the library and our annual
Costume Days.
As we enter November, we schedule perhaps one of the most exciting days for
our older preschool friends. Our new 4/5-year-old friends will be receiving their
very own Bible! They receive this Bible on a very special day, All Saint’s Day. It is
a wondrous site to behold when each little one realizes that they are receiving a
treasure all their own. We offer many thanks to our congregational members who
provide donations through gifts or memorials throughout the year. Those dollars
fund this amazing portion of our preschool ministry. To make sure that our Bibles
don’t become decorations, we ask our older friends to bring their Bibles back to
preschool on Wednesdays, so we can “read” the story together.
In Christ,
Whittney Franke

November
Now the autumn days are gone
Frost is sparkling on the lawn,
Windows winking cheerful lights
Warm the cold November nights.

Sunday

5

Monday

6

12
13
Bruce Delap
Brady Hanson
Anna Herbrechtsmeyer
19
Mark Davidson
Wilma Handt
Gladys Kellogg
Rose Lamprecht
Lorna Scrimger
David Watson
26
Esther Meyne
Beverly Selvig

20
Brian Schmidtke

27
Steve Barr
Lydia Johnson
Wendi Ward

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1
Susan Ayers
Charles Head
Kathryn Head
Brian Ross
8
Susie Harper
Calvin Wood

2
Laura Janssen
Angie Tudor

3
Sharon Tieskotter
Beverly Waddell
Myrna Ward

4
Saeli Chase

9
Selma Marth
Charles Waddell

10
Kayla Kellogg

11
Henry Marth
Teagan Prigge

14
Jacque Brandau
Glenn Johlas
Nancy Johlas
Emersyn Miller
21
Rodney Hinz
Isaac Wink

15
Alex George
Dennis Griffin
Michael Laue
Rick Regel
22
Sylvia Frascht
Gary Marth
Sarah Merrifield
Deb Montagne

16
Cameron Lessin
Makenna Schmiedel
Nick Wegner
Lonnie West
23
Sue Baron
Bill Bledsoe
Riley Quade

17
Dan Lantz
Diane Melrose
Dylan Parsons

18
Chad Kellogg
Suzie Ross

24
Carol Chestek

25
Beth Caspers
Graham Hansen
Addisen Lantz

28
Sandra Marth

29
Richard Lacour

30
Melissa Vance

7
Wayne Ellertson

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

1
2
9:00 a.m. Records Sort
1:00 p.m. Parkinson's
Wednesday Night Activities Support group
5:30 p.m. Deacons

3

4

10

11

17

18

24

25

5 Communion - All Saints
8:00 a.m. Worship
9:05 a.m. Education Hour
10:15 a.m. Worship
11:20 a.m. Parish Ed

6
6:00 p.m. Cub Scouts
ds

7
6:00 a.m. Bibles Before Books
7:00 p.m. Building & Grounds
7:30 p.m. Communication
board

8
9
9:00 a.m. Records Sort
9:00 a.m. Do Day
Wednesday Night Activities Quilters
5:15 p.m. Family board
7:30 p.m. Dartball at St. John

12

13

14

1:00 p.m. Card making

9:30 a.m. Women's Bible
study
6:00 p.m.
Council
6:00 p.m. Girl Scouts

15 Newsletter Deadline
9:00 a.m. Records sort
Wednesday Night Activites
7:30 p.m. Dartball at Nashua
Methodist

16

8:00 a.m. Worship
9:00 a.m. Stewardship
9:05 a.m. Education hour
10:15 a.m. Worship
11:30 a.m. Youth "Give Thanks"
dinner
19 Communion

20

21

22

23

8:00 a.m. Worship
9:05 a.m. Education hour
10:15 a.m. Worship
11:30 a.m. Youth board

6:00 p.m. Cub Scouts

6:30 p.m. Preschool board

NO Wednesday night
activities

Office Closed
Office Closed
Happy Thanksgiving

26
8:00 a.m. Worship
10:15 a.m. Worship

27
6:00 p.m. Cub Scouts 7:00 p.m. Book club

28
9:30 p.m. Women's Bible
study
1:30 p.m.
Assemble newsletters
6:00 p.m. Finance
6:00 p.m. Girl Scouts

29
30
9:00 a.m. Records sort
Wednesday Night Activities
7:30 p.m. Dartball at St. John

Wednesday Night Schedule:
3:30 p.m. After School
5:00 p.m. Supper

Saturday

5:30 p.m. Carol Choir
5:30 p.m. Wind Ensemble

9:00 a.m. Prayer Shawl
meeting
1:00 p.m. Women's
Ministry

1-Dec

6:00 p.m. Confirmation
7:00 p.m. Trinity Choir

2

