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Key:  L = Leader, C = Congregation, *** = Song Request 



Prelude:                                            “Blessed Peace”                         

Welcome  

 

The flowers on the Altar are sponsored by Mike & Tammy Quade, in honor of their 

anniversary.  

The radio broadcast is sponsored by Marilyn Isakson in memory of Leon Isakson.  

 

Brief Order of Confession and Forgiveness: 

L:  In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

L:  Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires know, and from whom no secrets 

are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we 

may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our 

Lord. 

C:  Amen. 

L:  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. Most merciful God, 

C:  we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 

against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have 

left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 

neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in 

your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 

L:  In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake 

God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and 

by his authority, I therefore declare to you the forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of 

the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Gathering Hymn:                                   “God Is Here”                                                           #526   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Apostolic Greeting:  

L:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be   with you all. 

C:  And also with you. 

Hymn of Praise:         “Spirit of the Living God” 

Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me. 

Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me. 

Melt me.  Mold me.  Fill me.  Use me. 

Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me. 

Prayer of the Day   

God of love, giver of life, you know our frailties and failings. Give us your grace to 

overcome them, keep us from those things that harm us, and guide us in the way of 

salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

Scripture Reading                                   Exodus 17:1-7              Read by Eric Johanningmeier  

1From the wilderness of Sin the whole congregation of the Israelites journeyed by stages, as 

the LORD commanded. They camped at Rephidim, but there was no water for the people to 

drink. 2The people quarreled with Moses, and said, “Give us water to drink.” Moses said to them, 

“Why do you quarrel with me? Why do you test the LORD?” 3But the people thirsted there for 

water; and the people complained against Moses and said, “Why did you bring us out of Egypt, 

to kill us and our children and livestock with thirst?” 4So Moses cried out to the LORD, “What 

shall I do with this people? They are almost ready to stone me.” 5The LORD said to Moses, “Go 

on ahead of the people, and take some of the elders of Israel with you; take in your hand the staff 

with which you struck the Nile, and go. 6I will be standing there in front of you on the rock at 

Horeb. Strike the rock, and water will come out of it, so that the people may drink.” Moses did 

so, in the sight of the elders of Israel. 7He called the place Massah and Meribah, because the 

Israelites quarreled and tested the LORD, saying, “Is the LORD among us or not?” 

 

 

 

 

 

 



“My Church” 
My church is not the walls or the sign at the street. 

My church is the people inside. 

My church is not the buildings, it’s the people I meet. 

My church is the people inside. 

Inside these walls, we pray and love. 

Inside these walls, we give. 

Inside these walls, we worship God above,  

and learn together how to live. 

Children’s Sermon 

Gospel Song                                           “Alleluia” 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia: 

L: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew 21:23-32 

 

23When [Jesus] entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came to him as 

he was teaching, and said, “By what authority are you doing these things, and who gave you this 

authority?” 24Jesus said to them, “I will also ask you one question; if you tell me the answer, then 

I will also tell you by what authority I do these things. 25Did the baptism of John come from 

heaven, or was it of human origin?” And they argued with one another, “If we say, ‘From 

heaven,’ he will say to us, ‘Why then did you not believe him?’ 26But if we say, ‘Of human 

origin,’ we are afraid of the crowd; for all regard John as a prophet.” 27So they answered Jesus, 

“We do not know.” And he said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing 

these things. 28“What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, ‘Son, go 

and work in the vineyard today.’ 29He answered, ‘I will not’; but later he changed his mind and 

went. 30The father went to the second and said the same; and he answered, ‘I go, sir’; but he did 

not go. 31Which of the two did the will of his father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus said to them, 

“Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God ahead 

of you. 32For John came to you in the way of righteousness and you did not believe him, but the 

tax collectors and the prostitutes believed him; and even after you saw it, you did not change 

your minds and believe him. 



 L: The Gospel of the Lord… 

 

 

Sermon                            Pastor Russ Leeper 

***Song of the Day                               “Way Maker”                                       Video 

The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth, 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 

Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 

died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he 

ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come 

to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic 

church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the  

body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

The Prayers (L): Lord in your mercy, 

 Response: hear our prayer.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please keep the following in prayer:

Dan Marth Bill Hollar Linda Girken Marilu Wohlers

Joyce Boehmer Beverly Sears Imani Sande Colleen Ortmayer 

Edna Stott Bill Wohlers Jr. Jeanette Brinkman Don Knowlton

Linda Hoy Noa Mulholland Dorothy Solberg Larry Brewer

Please pray for all serving in the Armed Forces & their families: Kaleb Bilharz,  

Mackenzy Bilharz, Tanner Evans, Kaylie Fox, Hannah Fox,  Kim  Hall, Daniel 

Jacobs, Cameron Kakac, Drew Roethler, Robson Shankland     

 



The Offering Hymn:             “Oh, That the Lord Would Guide My Ways”                       #772                                       

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*Response                                              “Feed Us Now” 

Feed us now, Bread of life, In this holy meal; 

Let us know your love a-new; We hunger for you. 

 Feed us now, Bread of life, Come and live with-in. 

Let your peace be ours today, Lord Jesus, we pray 

 



The Words of Institution 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 

the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Communion Invitation        

                                                       “One Bread, One Body”                                                 #496 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                        

 

 

 

 



                                            “My Faith Looks Up to Thee”                                       #759 

 

 

                                                  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“All Hail King Jesus” 

All hail, King Jesus.  All hail, Emanuel. 

King of kings and Lord of lords, bright morning star. 

Throughout all eternity, I’m going to praise Him; 

And for evermore, I will reign with Him. 



 

“His Name Is Wonderful” 

His name is wonderful, His name is wonderful, 

His name is wonderful, Jesus my Lord. 

He is the mighty King, Master of everything; 

His name is wonderful, Jesus my Lord. 

He’s the great shepherd, the rock of all ages. 

Almighty God is He.   

Bow down before Him, love and adore Him, 

His name is wonderful, Jesus my Lord. 

Communion Blessing & Benediction 

Sending Hymn                                       “He Is Exalted”                                

He is exalted, the King is exalted on high. I will praise Him. 

He is exalted, forever exalted and I will praise His name! 

He is the Lord.  Forever His truth shall reign. 

Heaven and earth rejoice in His holy name. 

He is exalted, the King is exalted on high! 

He is exalted, the King is exalted on high!  Repeat 

 

L: Go in peace. Share the Good News! 

     Thanks be to God! 

Postlude:                                                “Abide With Me” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

          



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church & Christian Preschool 

200 S Main St  Charles City, Iowa 50616;  641-228-3397 

 

 

Please help support…  

St. John Christian Preschool 
Purchase Kwik Star gift cards and the preschool 

receives 5% of the face value!! 

Please contact Whittney or Toni if you are 

interested. 

W E D N E S D A Y  N I G H T  
S U P P E R S  

H E L P  N E E D E D   

in the kitchen during the months of  
November and December. 

To Volunteer… 
Contact: Shirley Holm OR Sandie Quade 

Church Cleaning Checklist 

#1:  PEOPLE/HELP 
“After construction & deep cleaning” 

Everyone is welcome to come help us clean our church!! 

Additional Days: 

October Thursdays: 12th & 26th  

@ 9 am 

October Saturday is TBD 

 

Offering from the week of:

September 24, 2023

General Receipts: $8,680.75

Designated: $315.00

Total $8,995.75

weekly to meet the approved budget.

Sunday Attendance: 164

General Receipts of $9,580.03 are needed

October 1 -- October 8
Sunday 9:00 AM Worship/Communion

10:15 AM Adult Catechism Class
10:05 AM Adult & Kids Sunday School

Monday 6:00 PM Cub Scouts
Tuesday 6:00 PM Building & Grounds
Wednesday 9:00 AM Do Day Quilters

5:00 PM Wed. Night Supper
3:30 PM After School Program

Wednesday Night Activities
Friday 5:00 PM Wedding Rehersal

5:00 PM Girl Scouts
Saturday 3:00 PM Wedding 

Sunday 9:00 AM Worship

10:15 AM Adult Catechism Class

10:05 AM Kids Sunday School

NO Adult Sunday School

CCLI #227-7055 

Wednesday Night Schedule

3:30 p.m. After School

5:00 p.m. Supper

5:30 p.m. Kids Choir

6:00 p..m. Confirmation

6:00 p..m. Tone Chime Choir

7:00 p.m. Trinity Choir

Wednesday Night Supper 

Menu for October 4th: 

Chicken Bake 

Au Gratin Potatoes, Pink Applesauce, & Ice Cream 

Supper is from 5:00 – 6:00 p.m. 

Cost: $5.00 for adults 

Children through 12th grade free thanks to  

Kans for Kids 
(Menu subject to change) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Adult Sunday School 

10:05AM 

Fireside Room 

Calling all 7th through 12th graders! 

 We want to invite you all to come join us for  

Youth Hour, every Sunday from 

 10:05 to 11 AM  

on the 3rd floor. We look to carry out the church’s mission of  

God’s Love in Action  

through fellowship, service and food!  

Invite a friend! 

 

Join us for Spark Sunday School at 10:05am!! 

Ages 3 to Grade 6 

Registration forms available in the church office. 

AFTER SCHOOL: Begins October 4th. This is a fun program from 3:30pm-

5pm on Wednesdays for 4year olds (that are attending preschool) through 5th 

grade students.  Older students are welcome as helpers.  Registration forms 

are available in the office. 

 The St. John bus will again be available to pick students up from school 

to bring them here. Registration is free thanks to Kans for Kids! 

 

Adult Catechism 

Class Begins Today 

@ 10:15am!! 



 

25 Years!! 
Please join us to celebrate Norm Bauer ‘s 

retirement on Sunday, October 8th, 2023 from 
2-4pm at Messiah Lutheran Church (705 3rd 

Avenue, Charles City, Iowa  
(641) 228-6772 

 Refreshments will be served!! 

Pastor Norm Bauer 
1103 Allison Street 

Charles City, IA  50616 


