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Key:  L = Leader, C = Congregation 



Prelude:                                              “Christmas Trilogy”                                               

Welcome  

The Poinsettias on the altar are sponsored by Tilleen Litterer & Family in memory of Clarence 

Litterer. 

**Additional Poinsettia Sponsor** 

Altar poinsettias are additionally be sponsored by Teri, Cameron, Jordan, and Payton in memory 

of Robert & Maxine Eggert and Barbara Eggert Hansen. 

The radio broadcast is being sponsored by Kurt & Kathy Hoeft in memory of Wayne Hoeft. 

Invocation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Gathering Hymn:                     “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice”                                      #288 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Apostolic Greeting:  

L:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be  

with you all. 

C:  And also with you. 

Hymn of Praise:                   “EMMANUEL”  

Emmanuel, Emmanuel, 

His name is called Emmanuel. 

God with us, revealed in us, 

His name is called Emmanuel. 

Prayer of the Day:   

Almighty God, you wonderfully created the dignity of human nature and yet more 

wonderfully restored it. In your mercy, let us share the divine life of the one who came to 

share our humanity, Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

Scripture Reading:                             Galatians 4:4-7                              Read by Kim Watkins 

 
4When the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under the 

law, 5in order to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as 

children. 6And because you are children, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, 

crying, “Abba! Father!” 7So you are no longer a slave but a child, and if a child then also an heir, 

through God. 

 

“O Come, Little Children” 

O come, little children, come, one and come all, 

O come to the manger in Bethlehem’s stall 

And see what our Father in heaven above 

Has sent to us all on this earth with his love. 

O see in the manger so meek and so mild, 

O see in the soft light the heavenly Child, 

In swaddling clothes folded, his beauty more sweet 

Than angels whose voices his lowly birth greet. 

 

Children’s Sermon 

Gospel Song:                                              “Alleluia” 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia: 



L: The Holy Gospel according to Luke 2:22-40 

 

 

Luke 2:22-40 

22When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, [Joseph and 

Mary] brought [Jesus] up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 23(as it is written in the law of 

the Lord, “Every firstborn male shall be designated as holy to the Lord”), 24and they offered a 

sacrifice according to what is stated in the law of the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves or two young 

pigeons.” 25Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was righteous 

and devout, looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on him. 26It 

had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the 

Lord’s Messiah. 27Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; and when the parents 

brought in the child Jesus, to do for him what was customary under the law, 28Simeon took him 

in his arms and praised God, saying, 29“Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, 

according to your word; 30for my eyes have seen your salvation, 31which you have prepared in 

the presence of all peoples, 32a light for revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to your people 

Israel.” 33And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what was being said about 

him. 34Then Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary, “This child is destined for the 

falling and the rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed 35so that the inner 

thoughts of many will be revealed—and a sword will pierce your own soul too.” 36There was 

also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was of a great age, 

having lived with her husband seven years after her marriage, 37then as a widow to the age of 

eighty-four. She never left the temple but worshiped there with fasting and prayer night and 

day. 38At that moment she came, and began to praise God and to speak about the child to all who 

were looking for the redemption of Jerusalem. 39When they had finished everything required by 

the law of the Lord, they returned to Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. 40The child grew 

and became strong, filled with wisdom; and the favor of God was upon him.  



L: The Gospel of the Lord… 

 

 

Sermon:                                                                                                                Beth Hurt, Intern 

Song of the Day:          “Jesus, What a Wonderful Child”    (Sing Two Times)                 #297                                                  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth, 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 

Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 

died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he 

ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come 

to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic 

church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the  

body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

The Prayers (L): Lord in your mercy, 

 Response: hear our prayer.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please pray for all serving in the Armed Forces & their families: Kaleb Bilharz, Mackenzy 

Bilharz, Tanner Evans, Kaylie Fox, Hannah Fox,  Kim Hall, Daniel Jacobs, Cameron Kakac, 

Drew Roethler, Robson Shankland, Ben Hauser    

 

 

Please keep the following in prayer:

Deb Watkins Marilyn Isakson Linda Girken Gloria Frerichs 

Jo Ann Knowlton Bill Wohlers Jr. Imani Sande Carol Bauer

Ruth Farmer Noa Mulholland Don Knowlton Scott Aspholm 

Lorna Scrimger Skip Ward Marilu Wohlers



Offering Hymn:                              “The Bells of Christmas”                                            #298  

 

 

 

 

                          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

*Response:                     “Take Our Lives” 

Take our lives and let them be consecrated, Lord, to thee; 

Take our moments and our days, let them flow in ceaseless praise. 

Take our love, oh Lord, we pour at your feet its treasure store; 

Take our lives and we will be ever yours eternally. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer                              Millenium Prayer                                                    Video 

 

  The Benediction                                 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Sending Hymn:                      “Angels We Have Heard on High”                                         #289 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

L: Go in peace. Share the Good News! 

C:  Thanks be to God! 

Postlude:                                   “O Come, All Ye Faithful”                                                                                                                                     



 

 

 

 

 

December 31--January 7   

Sunday 9:00 AM Worship Service  

 10:00 AM After Worship Social Time 

Monday   Church Closed 

Sunday 9:00 AM Worship/Communion  

 10:00 AM 

After Worship Social 

Time 

 10:00 AM Parish Ed  

  
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Offering from the week of:  

December 24, 2023    

General Receipts: 21,708.37  

Designated: 415.00  

Total $22,123.37  
General Receipts of $9,580.03 are needed 

weekly to meet the approved budget.  
Sunday Attendance: 682  

 

St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church & Christian Preschool 

200 S Main St  Charles City, Iowa 50616;  641-228-3397 

 

 

W E D N E S D A Y  N I G H T  S U P P E R S  

H E L P  N E E D E D   

in the kitchen during the months of  

February & March. 
To Volunteer… 

Contact: Shirley Holm OR Sandie Quade 

The Church Offices 
will be CLOSED  

January 1st. 
 

 

ATTENTION!! 
January 6th @ 9AM 

Assistance “Un-decorating” 

the church would be greatly 

appreciated by anyone willing 

and able. 

Will Not Have Any… 

Wednesday Night 
Activities 1/3/24 

Annual Meeting: 

January 28th 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 CCLI #227-7055 

 

Stephen Minister Training 

Stephen Minister Training will be happening at St. John on Tuesdays from 6:00 to 8:30 

PM, starting January 16, 2024. The deadline for signing up is January 2nd. If you are 

interested in being a Stephen Minister or would like to learn more about it, please contact 

the church office and we will get you in touch with one of our Stephen Leaders 

 

Please help support…  

St. John Christian Preschool 
Purchase Kwik Star gift cards and the preschool 

receives 5% of the face value!! 

Please contact Whittney or Toni if you are interested. 



 

GriefShare is a 13-week grief support group that is beginning again at St. 
John. Join us to find help and encouragement after the death of a loved one. 

Tuesdays at 6:30***January 23 through April 16 

Register at GriefShare.org or call the church office at 228-3397. 

See Susan Leeper for more information. 

 

As precautionary steps for safety and security, we would like to 
ask all attendees and visitors of St John, to make sure you are 
locking your vehicles anytime you are inside the church. 

                                             
               

             
             

           
                

      
           

       
         
         
         
       

After Worship Social Time 

Coffee & a treat are served in the Parish Hall each Sunday!! 

***Special Note*** 

We need volunteers to sign up to bring treats. There is a sign-up sheet by the Narthex doors. 

(To assist in planning for this…we currently plan for “approximately”  

three (3) dozen treats.) 


