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John 3:1-17 

 

 

 

 

 



Prelude: “Just as I Am” Robert Thygerson  

Welcome  

 The radio broadcast is sponsored by Monte & Kathy Waldorf in memory of Erv & Irm Becker.  

Service of Holy Baptism 

Gathering Hymn: “Wash, O God, Our Sons and Daughters” # 445 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Apostolic Greeting:  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

         Response: And also with you. 
 

Prayer of the Day   

O God, our leader and guide, in the waters of baptism you bring us to new birth to live as your 

children. Strengthen our faith in your promises, that by your Spirit we may lift up your life to all 

the world through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

   

Music “My Song for Life 

 Trinity Choir, Ben Hammond, Soloist 

 

 

 

 

 



Reading Genesis 12:1-4a Read by Diane Sande 

12Now the Lord said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s house to the 

land that I will show you. 2I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you, and make your name 

great, so that you will be a blessing. 3I will bless those who bless you, and the one who curses you I will 

curse; and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” 
4So Abram went, as the Lord had told him; and Lot went with him. Abram was seventy-five years old 

when he departed from Haran. 

 

“Jesus Loves Me” 

Jesus loves me this I know, 

For the Bible tells me so, 

Little ones to Him belong, 

They are weak but He is strong. 

Refrain: Yes, Jesus loves me, Yes, Jesus loves me, 

Yes, Jesus loves me, The Bible tells me so. 

Jesus loves me He who died 

Heaven’s gate to open wide 

He will wash away my sin, 

Let his little child come in.   Refrain 

Jesus loves me!  

He will stay close beside me all the way; 

When at last I come to die, 

He will take me home on high. Refrain 

Children’s Sermon 

 
Lenten Acclamation:  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

P: The Holy Gospel according to John 3:1-17 

 

 

 

 

 

3Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. 2He came to Jesus by night and said to 

him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from God; for no one can do these signs that 

you do apart from the presence of God.” 3Jesus answered him, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can see the 

kingdom of God without being born from above.” 4Nicodemus said to him, “How can anyone be born after 

having grown old? Can one enter a second time into the mother’s womb and be born?” 5Jesus answered, 

“Very truly, I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God without being born of water and Spirit. 6What 

is born of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7Do not be astonished that I said to you, 

‘You must be born from above.’ 8The wind blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you 



do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the 

Spirit.” 9Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” 10Jesus answered him, “Are you a teacher of 

Israel, and yet you do not understand these things? 11“Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and 

testify to what we have seen; yet you do not receive our testimony. 12If I have told you about earthly things 

and you do not believe, how can you believe if I tell you about heavenly things? 13No one has ascended into 

heaven except the one who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. 14And just as Moses lifted up the 

serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 15that whoever believes in him may have 

eternal life. 16“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him 

may not perish but may have eternal life. 17“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn 

the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him. 

 

P: The Gospel of the Lord… 

 

 

 

Sermon  Pastor Russ Leeper 

 

Song of the Day “Almost Home” (Mercy Me)   Video 

 

The Prayers (P): Lord in your mercy, 

 Response: hear our prayer. 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

We celebrate the baptism of… Ripp William Nordmeyer 

 Ripp is the child of Seth & Alex Nordmeyer 

 Sponsors: Matt Theilen, Amanda Theilen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please pray for all serving in the Armed Forces & their families: Kaleb Bilharz, Mackenzy Bilharz, 

Alex Buenger, Tanner Evans, Kaylie Fox, Hannah Fox,  Kim Hall, Daniel Jacobs, Cameron Kakac, 

Drew Roethler, Robson Shankland     

 

Please keep the following in prayer:

Sue Ayers Linda Hoy Noa Mulholland Ron Venz

Joyce Boehmer Jerry  Meader Gladys Niezwaag Marilu Wohlers

Rodney Ellis Kathy Michael Calvin Schultz Bill Wohlers Jr.

Linda Girken Leon Mulford Beverly Hinders Trost

Lenis Buseman & family on the death of his sister



The Offering Hymn “God Loved the World” #323 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*Response “Feed Us Now”  

  Feed us now, Bread of life, In this holy meal; 

  Let us know your love a-new; We hunger for you. 

  Feed us now, Bread of life, Come and live with-in. 

  Let your peace be ours today, Lord Jesus, we pray. 

 

The Communion 

 The Words of Institution 

 The Lord’s Prayer:  

 Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth 

 as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 

 who trespass against us; and lead us not  into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the  

 kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

 



The Distribution “Come to the Table” #481 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  “Mothering God, You Gave Me Birth” #735  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  “Lord, Take My Hand and Lead Me” #767 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Communion Blessing & Benediction 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Sending Hymn:                         “Lift High the Cross” #660  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

P: Go in peace and share the Good News! 

           Thanks be to God! 

 

Postlude: “A Song of Redemption” David Paxton 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CCLI #227-7055 



St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church & Christian Preschool 

200 S. Main Street, Charles City, IA 50616; 641-228-3397 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After Worship Social Time!  Coffee & a treat 

are served in the Parish Hall each Sunday! If you 

would like to volunteer to bring the treats, there 

is a signup on the treat table! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

REMINDER:  Those students attending a 

Lutheran college who would like to receive an 

EPIC grant must notify the church by May 1st. 

St. John scholarship applications for non-

Lutheran colleges can be emailed to you and 

should be emailed to the office by May 1st. 

 
 

Mid-Week Lenten Services 2023 

“The Last Words of Christ” 

We will focus on Jesus’ last words on the cross, woven together with encounters Jesus had with others in 

His ministry. Each week we’ll read scripture, sing, watch a short video drama, and hear a devotion on 

that week’s theme. Worship service is at 5:30 p.m. 

March 8 – “First Word from the Cross: The Paralytic” 

 Matthew 9:1-8; Luke 23:34 
 

Wednesday Night suppers during Lent will be 

from 4:30 – 5:30 p.m. 

Menu for March 8th: Meatloaf, baked potato, 

California blend veggies, pudding 

Cost: $5.00 for adults, children through 12th 

grade free thanks to Kans for Kids 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Annual Ladies Luncheon 

will be Sunday, March 26th at 11:30 a.m. 

 in the Parish Hall 

The theme this year is Under His Wing! 

The Family Board invites all the ladies & 

their friends to join in this fun event. There 

will be lunch, dessert, a short program and a 

pretty “Photo Booth” to snap a few cute 

pictures of your group! 

Tickets are $5.00 for adults, $3.00 for ages 6-

18, & under 6 free. 

 

Grief Share 

Tuesdays at 6:30 p.m.  

In the Chapel 

Daylight Savings Time 

Begins March 12! 

Adult Bible study meets at 

10:00 a.m. in the Chapel! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

March 5 - March 12

Sunday 8:00 a.m. Parish Ed

8:00 a.m. Youth board

9:00 a.m. Worship/Comm 

10:05 a.m. Education Hour

10:00 a.m. Deacons

Tuesday 6:00 p.m. Building & Grounds

6:30 p.m. Grief Share 

Wednesday 4:30 p.m. Supper

5:30 p.m. Lenten Worship

6:00 p.m. Trinity Choir

Sunday Daylight Savings Time begins

9:00 a.m. Worship 

10:05 a.m. Education Hour

Offering from the week of

February 26, 2023

General Receipts: $26,606.70

Designated: $555.00

Total $27,161.70

General Receipts of $9,580.03 are needed

weekly to meet the approved budget.
Sunday Attendance: 176

Good Friday 174



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. John Lutheran Church Secretary Opening 

St. John Lutheran Church and Christian Preschool in Charles City, IA is seeking a qualified person to 

assume the position of Church Secretary. 

 

Position: 

➢ Part time: 20 hours a week 

➢ Responsibilities: provide receptionist services for the church office, provide secretarial services for 

the church, produce weekly bulletins and monthly newsletters, and manage the church’s website and 

other electronic media 

➢ Compensation: Hourly compensation will depend on experience and qualifications and will be in the 

range of $18-$22 per hour 

➢ Application Deadline: March 15, 2023 

➢ Start Date: April 11, 2023 

To see a complete job description, use the QR code provided or go to www.stjohncharlescity.org 
 

If interested, please email your resume to rleeper@stjohncharlescity.com or bring it to the St John Lutheran 

Church office. Office hours are 9 AM to 1 PM, Monday – Friday. We’re located at: 200 South Main, 

Charles City, Iowa 50616. Phone: (641) 228-3397 

 

 

We have a great opportunity to put “God’s Love in Action”! 

Todd & Ann Prichard are sponsoring a family from the Ukraine. The family of 5 will be staying with the 

Prichards once they arrive in the United States. The family lost their home and possessions and are 

coming with very little. The husband/father is an attorney and will be working at Todd’s office. Today 

and next Sunday, we will have the opportunity to work together to provide clothing and shoes to support 

the family. In the Narthex there are tags available to pickup to purchase needed items. There is also a 

donation basket, and the committee will purchase needed items. If you have any questions, contact Shirley 

Holm at 641-330-8336  or Kim Watkins at 641-330-5441. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WIYLDE registration forms are available in Laurie’s office 

for any 8th-12th grade St. John student wishing to attend. 

WIYLDE will be held this year at EWALU from June 19-22. 

Registrations are due to St. John by May 25th so we have 

time to get them mailed in by the 30th. 
 

mailto:rleeper@stjohncharlescity.com

