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Prelude: “O Little Town of Bethlehem”   

Welcome 

 The Poinsettias on the Altar are from David & Jennifer Seckar in honor of their parents 

 The radio broadcast is sponsored by  

Brief Order of Confession and Forgiveness: 

 In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen 

P:   Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires know, and from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse 

 the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and 

 worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C:  Amen. 

P:  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. Most merciful God, 

C: we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in 

 thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved 

 you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, 

 Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will 

 and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 

P:  In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives us all our 

 sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to 

 you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

Gathering Hymn: “O Come All Ye Faithful” # 283 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Apostolic Greeting:  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

         Response: And also with you. 
 

Hymn of Praise “EMMANUEL” 

Emmanuel, Emmanuel, His name is called Emmanuel. 

God with us, revealed in us, His name is called Emmanuel. 

Prayer of the Day   

Almighty God, you have filled all the earth with the light of your incarnate Word. By your grace 

empower us to reflect your light in all that we do, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one  God, now and forever. Amen. 

   

“O Come Little Children” 

O come, little children, come, one and come all, 

O come to the manger in Bethlehem’s stall 

And see what our Father in heaven above 

Has sent to us all on this earth with his love. 

O see in the manger so meek and so mild, 

O see in the soft light the heavenly Child, 

In swaddling clothes folded, his beauty more sweet 

Than angels whose voices his lowly birth greet. 

His bed, little children, a manger with hay; 

His Mother and Joseph in ecstasy pray, 

The shepherds in wonder their glad worship bring,  

While chorus of angels sweet Glorias sing. 

 

Children’s Sermon 

 

 

 

 



Reading: Jeremiah 31:7-14 Read by Ryan Venz   

 7For thus says the Lord: Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob, and raise shouts for the chief of the 

 nations; proclaim, give praise, and say, “Save, O Lord, your people, the remnant of Israel.” 8See, I am going 

 to bring them from the land of the north, and gather them from the farthest parts of the earth, among them 

 the blind and the lame, those with child and those in labor, together; a great company, they shall return 

 here. 9With weeping they shall come, and with consolations I will lead them back, I will let them walk by 

 brooks of water, in a straight path in which they shall not stumble; for I have become a father to Israel, 

 and Ephraim is my firstborn. 

 10Hear the word of the Lord, O nations, and declare it in the coastlands far away; say, “He who 

 scattered Israel will gather him, and will keep him as a shepherd a flock.” 11For the Lord has 

 ransomed Jacob, and has redeemed him from hands too strong for him. 12They shall come and sing aloud 

 on the height of Zion, and they shall be radiant over the goodness of the Lord, over the grain, the wine, and 

 the oil, and over the young of the flock and the herd; their life shall become like a watered garden, and they 

 shall never languish again. 13Then shall the young women rejoice in the dance, and the young men and the 

 old shall be merry. I will turn their mourning into joy, I will comfort them, and give them gladness for 

 sorrow. 14I will give the priests their fill of fatness, and my people shall be satisfied with my bounty, says 

 the Lord. 

  

Reading: Ephesians 1:3-14 
 3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every 

 spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, 4just as he chose us in Christ before the foundation of the world to 

 be holy and blameless before him in love. 5He destined us for adoption as his children through Jesus Christ, 

 according to the good pleasure of his will, 6to the praise of his glorious grace that he freely bestowed on us 

 in the Beloved. 7In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according 

 to the riches of his grace 8that he lavished on us. With all wisdom and insight 9he has made known to us the 

 mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure that he set forth in Christ, 10as a plan for the fullness of 

 time, to gather up all things in him, things in heaven and things on earth. 11In Christ we have also obtained 

 an inheritance, having been destined according to the purpose of him who accomplishes all things 

 according to his counsel and will, 12so that we, who were the first to set our hope on Christ, might live for 

 the praise of his glory. 13In him you also, when you had heard the word of truth, the gospel of your 

 salvation, and had believed in him, were marked with the seal of the promised Holy Spirit; 14this is the 

 pledge of our inheritance toward redemption as God’s own people, to the praise of his glory. 

 
Gospel Acclamation:  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

P: The Holy Gospel according to John 1:[1-9] 10-18 

 

 

 

 



 1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2He was in the 

 beginning with God. 3All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into 

 being. What has come into being 4in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. 5The light shines 

 in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. 6There was a man sent from God, whose name was 

 John. 7He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. 8He himself was 

 not the light, but he came to testify to the light. 9The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into 

 the world.] 10He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know 

 him. 11He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. 12But to all who received him, 

 who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, 13who were born, not of blood or of 

 the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. 14And the Word became flesh and lived among us, 

 and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. 
 15(John testified to him and cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks ahead of 

 me because he was before me.’”) 16From his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. 17The law 

 indeed was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18No one has ever seen God. 

 It is God the only Son, who is close to the Father’s heart, who has made him known. 

 

P: The Gospel of the Lord… 

 

 

 

Sermon  Pastor Anita Nuetzman 

 Hymn of the Day “In the Bleak Midwinter” #294 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

The Prayers (P): Lord in your mercy, 

 Response: hear our prayer. 

 

 

 

 

  

 

   

 

 

The Offering “What Child is This” #296 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please pray for all serving in the Armed Forces & 

their families: Mackenzy Bilharz, Alex Buenger, 

Kim Hall, Daniel Jacobs, Cameron Kakac, Robson 

Shankland  

The Prayer List: Names will be kept on the list for 3 
weeks. Family members can request a name be left on 
longer. The office number is 228-3397.  

 



          *Response “What Feast of Love” (vs 1 & 3)  #487  
What feast of love is offered here, what banquet come from heaven? 

What food of everlasting life, what gracious gift is given? 

This, this is Christ the King, the bread come down from heaven. 

Oh, taste and see and sing!  How sweet the manna given! 

What wine of love is offered here, what holy drink from heaven? 

What stream of everlasting life, what precious blood is given? 

This, this is Christ the king, the sweetest wine of heaven. 

Oh, taste and see and sing!  The Son of God is given! 

 

The Communion 

 The Words of Institution 

 The Lord’s Prayer:  

 Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth 

 as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 

 who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 

 kingdom, and power, and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Distribution “Of the Father’s Love Begotten” #295 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  “The Bells of Christmas” #298 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  “The First Noel” #300 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Communion Blessing & Benediction 

 

 



Sending Hymn:                         “Go Tell it on the Mountain” #290 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Postlude: “Hark the Herald Angels Sing”  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

CCLI #227-7055 



St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church & Christian Preschool 

200 S. Main Street, Charles City, IA 50616; 641-228-3397 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Remember to bring items for the Blessing Box! Many 

people are using our Blessing Box, so let’s keep it filled! 

Popular items: protein (chicken, tuna, meat sticks), boxes 

of cereal, individual easy-to-prepare meals. Bread & peanut 

butter. Cake mix & frosting. Pancake mix & syrup. Hot 

chocolate & marshmallows. Personal care items (bar 

soap, toothbrush, toothpaste, shampoo), toilet paper, 

tissues. Dish soap, laundry detergent (small containers).  

 

The worship service at St. John has gone 

LIVE!!! 

Our 9:00 a.m. worship service is now live! To 

watch the service go to 

www.stjohncharlescity.org. On the front page 

click on the Live Streaming Link post or go to 

the Worship & Sermon tab & click on 

YouTube. You can also go to YouTube and  in 

the search box type St. John Charles City IA to 

find our channel. On our channel click videos, 

then the down arrow next to uploads, then 

upcoming live streams.   

The service is recorded as it streams & will be 

available after 10:00 a.m. to watch at any time.  

 

Altar Flowers & Radio Broadcast 

Call the office at 641-228-3397 to sign 

up to sponsor altar flowers &/or radio 

broadcasts in 2022 

January 2 - January 9

Sunday 2nd Sunday of Christmas

9:00 a.m. Worship

10:00 a.m. Coffee & a treat 

in the Parish Hall

Tuesday 5:00 p.m. Building & Grounds

Wednesday 3:30 p.m. After School

5:00 p.m. Supper

5:30 p.m. Youth board

6:00 p.m. Confirmation

7:00 p.m. Trinity Choir

7:00 p.m. Dartball

Sunday Baptism of Our Lord

9:00 a.m. Worship

10:00 a.m. Coffee & 

in the Parish Hall

11:00 a.m. Parish Ed board

 ANNUAL MEETING OF THE 

CONGREGATION 

JANUARY 23, 2022, AT 10:00 A.M.  

IN THE PARISH HALL 

 

 
The Youth will be hosting a brunch in the 

Parish Hall during the Annual Meeting. 

Menu: eggs, ham, cheese, pancakes, and 

cinnamon rolls 

Free will donation goes to youth working at 

the brunch. 

Jell-O Bowl Contest 

On January 23rd, the 150th Anniversary committee would like to invite you to participate in a Jell-O Bowl 

contest. Laurie Heidebrink and the youth will be serving brunch during the meeting, and we are going to 

add on a bit of fun. Immediately following the meeting, we will announce the winning Jell-O (with prizes 

in select categories!).  Let’s get back to our red Jell-O Lutheran roots and see what we can come up with 

for the most scrumptious, interesting, or breakfast-accenting Jell-O.  Think of it as sort of Jell-O potluck 

add-on.  Maybe a fruit Jell-O would be a good accent or something with ?meat? (Do you remember the 

Jell-O aspic salads we used to have at potlucks? I barely do, but I found a recipe). Get those creative 

juices flowing and have some fun with us. More information will follow in the bulletin and e-Skinny.   

 

 

http://www.stjohncharlescity.org/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Helping Hands in the New Year 2022!! 

What better way to start our 150th year of God’s Love in Action than to start a new ministry?!  We have about 

20 people ready, willing, and able to help run errands, do minor household help, and provide transportation. 

If you need any of these services, please call Kathy at the church office during regular business hours.  

Someone will contact you within 48 hours of receiving the message to make arrangements to help.   

We will continue this ministry as long as we have volunteers to serve. 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 

 

    In 2020, we took 22 fleece blankets to the Floyd County Hospital for a Christmas Eve 

    present for all patients that couldn’t go home for the holiday.  We did the same in 

    2021.  

 

    The Prayer shawl and blanket ministry is a great winter project for anyone that can 

    sew, knit, crochet or quilt.  If you need yarn, there is free yarn in the clothing room at 

church.  If you want to sew the fleece blankets, just contact me at petefishj@mchsi.com  and I will get you some fleece 

(I have a pattern for a single layer blanket that requires some sewing).  

 

Starting in January, on Friday afternoons at 1:00 p.m. we will have a prayer shawl group starting up.  I would be 

happy to teach you how to knit if you would like to make a knitted prayer shawl.  We have extended an invitation to 

some knitters from other churches that I have been acquainted with over the last few years to come and have some 

fellowship with us as we have a cup of coffee and knit or crochet.  Anyone is welcome. Conversation is the best part.  

We will meet in the fireside room unless there is a funeral or something that needs the space.  If I know you are 

interested, I can add you to an email list to notify when it is not taking place.  Please let me know at the above email 

and I can get you on the list.  Janet Petefish 

 

mailto:petefishj@mchsi.com

