LENTEN WORSHIP SERVICE
Modern Parables: A Lenten Film Festival
April 6, 2022 — “The Prodigal Sons”: Luke 15:11-32

Prelude
Welcome/Invocation

Hymn: “Dearest Jesus at Your Word” #520
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I Dear - est Je - sus, at your word we have come a -
2 All  our knowl-edge, sense, and sight lie in deep - est
3 Ra - diance of God’s glo - ry bright, Light of Light from
4 Fa - ther, Son, and Ho - 1y Ghost, praise o you and
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gain  to hear you; let our thoughts and hearts be stirred
dark - ness shroud - ed tll  your Spir - it breaks the night,
God pro - ceed - ing, Je - sus, send your bless - ed light;
ad - o - ra - tion'! Grant us what we need the most:
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and in glow-ing faith be near you as the prom - is -
fill - ing us with light un - cloud - ed All good thoughts and
help our hear-ing, speak - ing, heed - ing, that our prayers and
all  your gos-pel’'s con - so - la - tion while we here on
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es here giv - en draw us whol - ly up o heav - en
all good liv - ing come but by  your gra - cious giv - ing.
songs may please you, as with grate - ful hearts we praise you.
earth a - wait you, ull in heav’n with praise we eel ou.
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Prayer

Gracious God, we pray in the name of Jesus, who taught us your will through parables. We
are all sisters and brothers in need of your grace. Forgive us when we turn your love into a
competition. We each turn away from you in our own ways. By your Spirit, keep leading us
home. Amen.

Parable Introduction

Scripture Luke 15:11-32

"Then Jesus said, “There was a man who had two sons. 1?The younger of them said to his
father, ‘Father, give me the share of the property that will belong to me.” So he divided his
property between them. 3A few days later the younger son gathered all he had and

traveled to a distant country, and there he squandered his property in dissolute

living. 1*When he had spent everything, a severe famine took place throughout that country,
and he began to be in need. *So he went and hired himself out to one of the citizens of that
country, who sent him to his fields to feed the pigs. **He would gladly have filled himself
with the pods that the pigs were eating; and no one gave him anything. 1’But when he came
to himself he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired hands have bread enough and to spare,
but here | am dying of hunger! 81 will get up and go to my father, and I will say to him,
“Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; *°l am no longer worthy to be called
your son; treat me like one of your hired hands.”” 2°So he set off and went to his father. But
while he was still far off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion; he ran and put
his arms around him and kissed him. 22Then the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned
against heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son.” 22But the
father said to his slaves, ‘Quickly, bring out a robe—the best one—and put it on him; put a
ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. 2And get the fatted calf and Kill it, and let us eat
and celebrate; 2*for this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found!”’
And they began to celebrate. 2“Now his elder son was in the field; and when he came and
approached the house, he heard music and dancing. 2°He called one of the slaves and asked
what was going on. 2’He replied, “Your brother has come, and your father has killed the
fatted calf, because he has got him back safe and sound.” 2Then he became angry and
refused to go in. His father came out and began to plead with him. ?°But he answered his
father, ‘Listen! For all these years I have been working like a slave for you, and | have never
disobeyed your command; yet you have never given me even a young goat so that | might
celebrate with my friends. 3°But when this son of yours came back, who has devoured your
property with prostitutes, you killed the fatted calf for him!” 3 Then the father said to him,
‘Son, you are always with me, and all that is mine is yours. **But we had to celebrate and
rejoice, because this brother of yours was dead and has come to life; he was lost and
has been found.””

Parable Film The Prodigal Sons (121Min.)
Reflection
+ In the younger son, Jesus teaches us to turn to our Heavenly Father and trust in his

+

extravagant love and forgiveness. What’s been keeping you from your Father? God is
anxiously waiting to shower you with that love and forgiveness, too.

In the older son, Jesus teaches us that failing to welcome and forgive others keeps us from
the life that our Father wants for us. Where can you be less jealous, resentful, or judgmental
in your life?

How can you be more like the Father?

Prayer



Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever
and ever. Amen.

Benediction
Sending Hymn “I Want Jesus to Walk with Me” #325
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1 I want  Je - sus o walk with me;
2 In  my tri - als, Lord, walk with me; walk with
3 When I'm in trou - ble, Lord, walk with me;
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T I want Je - sus to walk with me;
me; in my tri - als, Lord, walk with me; walk with
when I'm in trou - ble, Lord, walk with me;
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all a - long my pil - grim jour - ney,
me; when my heart s al - most break - ing,
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Lord, I want Je - sus to walk with me.
Lord, I want Je - sus o walk with me. walk with me.
Lord, I want Je - sus to walk with me.
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P: We’ve heard the teaching of Jesus. Let’s go and live it!
C: Thanks be to God!

Postlude



